Information for Pancha Bhuta Sthala Tour  Winter 2018-2019

In India, pilgrimage has always meant to bring all that is inside our hearts out and into view.  This practice is called darshan and it is one of the most important ways we discover more about ourselves. 
 
For these many years we have gone each winter to south India to visit temples and see shrines at the center of the Tamil culture's pilgrimage "season."  We will continue to go to many of these important places but moving forward will allow us to go deeper and further.  
 
This December-January we will repeat last winters special journey to the Five Essential Elements, Temples of Siva and Sakti.  We'll also make the journey to several other rich sources of pilgrimage tradition including Tirupati and the great Muruga temple of Tiruthani.  

Of course we will spend ample time in Chidambaram with Natarajar and Tillai Kali.  Join us.  As we journey forward we will move with real purpose and into places that hold secrets to be told.

We have made pilgrimage to a few of the great Shiva temples of south India before but this one we created with one singular purpose.  Shiva appears in five amazing places each representing one of the five elements: earth, water, fire, air, and ether. You will likely recognize Chidamabaram Nataraja as the elemental ether, and as usual Chidambaram will be the centerpiece of our pilgrimage again.  But very few of us have been to the magnificent Kalahasti (air), Ekambesvara (earth- in Kanchipuram, Jambukesvara (water) near Trichy, or Arunacalam in Tiruvanamalai, much less brought them together into a single pilgrimage.  
 
In addition we mean to make the incredible journey to Tirupati to see the great Balaji, a trip worth two full days to see the entire complex.  
 
This will be a remarkable, beautiful pilgrimage that will kindle the heart and bring you close to your own essential self. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please fill out the application on  RajanakaIndia.com  tour page to register. Or copy and paste the application below and send to Vishali Varga who coordinates the trips, If you need more information please contact her at the address below. I know so many of you have been wanting to come, and I sincerely hope you will be able to join us this year!  
            Saprema, Douglas
 
 
 RAJANAKA INDIA PILGRIMAGE WINTER  2018-2019
 Pancha Bhuta Sthala Temple Pilgrimage
 Dec 28, 2018 - Jan 15, 2019: $6295 (includes RT airfare JFK/Chennai)
 ITINERARY:
 
Pancha Bhuta Sthala Pilgrimage
Dec 28, 2018 - Jan 15, 2019: $6295 (includes RT airfare from New York to Chennai). We depart from New York and fly as a group to Chennai on Dec 28. When we arrive in Chennai, we will prepare for our pilgrimage by changing money and shop for Indian clothes. Then we will board a comfortable air-conditioned bus and begin a fantastic journey to the abodes of the gods, and experience the rituals and darshan of the living temples of South India.  Each day we immerse ourselves in the culture by participating in the rituals and everyday lives of our hosts in their temples, in their villages and in their homes. Highlights include: The 5 temples of Shiva (Pancha Bhuta Sthala) including Nataraja's Temple in Chidambaram; Akhilandeshwari's Temple in Thiruchirappali and  we will also visit one of the most famous shrines in all of India, the temple of Sri Venkateshwar in Tirupati. We will visit so many others that are not the usual tourist stops. A detailed itinerary will be available soon, and we assure you each place we visit is chosen for it's own spectacular local experience. 
  
PREPARATION:
There will be extensive ongoing preparation provided throughout the remainder of the year so you will be completely prepared for your journey.  Vishali coordinates all the preparation and will start sending you information as soon as you register. Various plans will be available.
 
PAYMENT:
Please see instruction on the Tours page to payment types available. A $295 deposit is due with the application.  $6295 Includes: The Pancha Bhuta Sthala pilgrimage includes round-trip coach airfare from New York, accommodations, transportation, breakfasts, and entrance fees.  Does not include: Additional money will be necessary for clothing, transfers, souvenirs, meals, donations and tips. Hotels will be double occupancy. If you need a roommate we will match you with someone, and all rooms have air conditioning and private western bath. A price without airfare can be arranged for those who live outside the US and Canada. Please contact Vishali for a price quote without airfare.
 
APPLICATION:
Please see the questions below. Send your answers to vishali@vishalivarga.com.  After you return your application I will let you know if there is space within 5 days and I will be sending you details on how to complete your registration, an outline of instructions for logistics and preparation and cancellation policy.  Please get your application in early, as we expect both to sell out.
 
PAYMENT PLAN: Once your application has been accepted, Vishali will contact you about making payment arrangements. 
 
QUESTIONS:
If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will be sending out extensive preparatory materials upon registration. Looking forward to helping you plan your journey! 
With love, Vishali 
 
Vishali Varga LLC                                                                               vishali@vishalivarga.com
709 Heron Drive Delray Beach, FL 33444                                                 
561.573.5012 cell
 
Application for India Pilgrimage with Douglas Brooks 2018 - 2019
 
1) Full Passport Name:
2) Home Address:
3) Email Address: 
4) Cell Phone #: 
5) Date of Birth:
6) Passport number and country
7) Is there someone you would like to room with who is also applying?
8) Approx. how many hours have you studied with Professor Brooks? 
9) Do you have any medical or physical issues, or have you had any in the past 5 years? 
10) Do you have any dietary issues? 
11) Have you ever traveled in a developing country? If yes, where and for what purpose?
12) Have you been to India before?  If yes where and for what purpose?
  
If you have any questions or need any further information, you can always email me directly at vishali@vishalivarga.com.
I look forward to helping you plan this incredible journey!
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